Top Notch Comedy Cabaret has local flavor

Norfolk resident and nationally-renowned musical comedy writer and singer, Kit Hesketh-Harvey, has promised his performance at King’s Lynn Festival audience will have a strong local flavour.
Kit and McConnell – pianist James McConnel – have both had homes in Norfolk for many years so are familiar with the characteristics and current issues in the county to add to their vast repertoire of original, topical songs.  In his former guise as Kit and the Widow with a previous performance partner, Kit Hesketh-Harvey appeared at St George’s Guildhall some years ago and is looking forward to his return on Friday July 25.  “It is a great space to play. I love its intimacy. The evening will certainly have local flavour as we both know the county so well,” he said.
Although it’s only a couple of years since Kit and James teamed up for their comedy-style entertainment they have been friends and collaborators for many years  since they were both studying under Stephen Sondheim.  They were introduced by Julian Slade, the man responsible for the evergreen musical, Salad Days, who instinctively knew the two men’s combined musical talents would be successful.  Before long they had written a musical together and the partnership continues to throve – they are about to begin a residency at one of London’s most glamorous venues.
They are also preparing for Edinburgh Festival or what Kit describes as the arts’  “trade fair” where they are delighted to have landed a prestige venue.  “It means we have our nose to the grind-stone preparing material. It’s not an onus – I adore it,” he said.
Kit said it had been revitalising to work in a new partnership, successfully bouncing ideas off each other to produce new and exciting material.

“Cabaret is different from revue or musicals. It’s about the audience on the night. Every performance is unique because we bounce off different audiences in different ways,” he said. 
Kit is anticipating a lively evening at Lynn, a “fabulous” town he much admires for its “astonishing architecture” where he is pleased to see the implementation of projects to enhance its historic buildings. “The town now demonstrates that it realises it has something special,” he said.

Tickets for Kit and McConnel are £18 (under18 £13) from the Corn Exchange box office on 01553-764864 or visit www.kingslynnfestival.org.uk

