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Tim Watts of Ely, who combines a career as a composer, pianist and teacher, will be composer-in-residence at this month’s King’s Lynn Festival where his work will be featured in three concerts.

Tim’s Bridge of Sighs for solo cello and strings will be included in the programme to be performed by the current BBC Young Musician, Dutch cellist Laura van der Heijden with the European Union Chamber Orchestra at St Nicholas’ Chapel on Tuesday July 16. 

The festival, which features world-famous names from the classical music world, has commissioned Tim Watts to compose a work, The Wanderer Boy, which will have its world premiere at the Contemporary Consort’s performance at King’s Lynn Town Hall on Monday July 15. 

The work is for clarinet, viola and piano. Tim’s Clarinet Sonatina, Smoked Eel’s Serenade for saxophone and piano, and Odd Symphonies for solo piano will also be performed at the concert.

Tim will also join the award-winning Castalian String Quartet to play a piano quintet by Faure during the last of the festival’s series of five coffee concerts on Friday July 26 at Lynn Town Hall.

Tim, who is 34 and lives at Ely, graduated from Cambridge University with a first in 2000 and the following year gained his Masters in piano accompaniment at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama.

He has worked with schools including Bedford and Uppingham and has written several works for performance in Ely Cathedral.

The 63rd King’s Lynn Festival runs from July 14-27 and features the Royal Philharmonic Orchestra, pianists Peter Donohoe and Melvyn Tan, cellist Guy Johnston, trumpet virtuoso Crispian Steele-Perkins, royal harpist Hannah Stone, and King’s Lynn Festival Chorus. Adding to the variety will be jazz saxophonist Courtney Pine, the BBC Big Band, Scottish band Blazin’ Fiddles, Classic Buskers and art critic Andrew Graham-Dixon talking about Caravaggio.

Call the box office on 01553-764864, visit www.kingslynnfestival.org.uk or call the festival office on 01553-767557.
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