Regional Theatres
Programme 2014

Emily Penn
Sailing the line
lecture publicity information

© Emily Penn
Lecture title: Sailing the line
Lecture outline
One year on from an extraordinary voyage across the Pacific Ocean, Emily Penn will share her insights on
how remote island communities are adapting to their changing world, the transition to a money‐based
society, and the opportunities and challenges this brings.
Emily sailed to the Line Islands of Kiribati by the only means possible: a sailing cargo ship trading western
supplies for coconuts. She set out with the aim of creating a zero waste community, but found that the
issue could only be solved by facing up to much bigger questions.

Emily relates her experiences to the current course of wider society; how tackling global issues – such as
waste, energy, food and water – on an island scale, can help us see solutions to problems in our own
society.

Biography
Emily Penn is an oceans advocate, skipper and artist; a graduate of Cambridge University with a degree in
Sustainable Architecture; and Director of global organisation Pangaea Explorations. Prior to ‘Sailing the
Line’ she rounded the planet on the biofuelled Earthrace boat; spent 6 months living on a tiny Tongan
island organising the largest ever community led clean‐up; and discovered previously unknown oceanic
gyres – huge areas of plastic pollution accumulation. Further information at www.emilypenn.co.uk
Society information:
The Royal Geographical Society (with The Institute of British Geographers) is the learned society and
professional body for geography. Formed in 1830, our Royal Charter of 1859 is for 'the advancement of
geographical science'. Today, we deliver this objective through developing, supporting and promoting
geographical research, expeditions and fieldwork, education, public engagement, and geography input to
policy. We aim to foster an understanding and informed enjoyment of our world. We hold the world's
largest private geographical collection and provide public access to it. We have a thriving Fellowship and
membership and offer the professional accreditation 'Chartered Geographer. More details from
www.rgs.org
The Regional Theatres Programme was established in 2001 to promote the popular understanding of
geography in partnership with 6 venues across England and Wales. As part of this partnership each venue
should place the RGS‐IBG logo in all brochures and publicity material.

For any questions or information please contact Events Office, Royal Geographical Society with IBG, 1
Kensington Gore, London, SW7 2AR +44 (0) 20 7591 3100 or events@rgs.org

